
http://democratiechretienne.org

DC PRESS RELEASE N° 12/2022/PN, OF 08/12/22

After 10 years of politico-judicial harassment suffered by the famous political prisoner of the
Kabila regime, the Court of Cassation of the D.R.Congo restored the truth about Hon.
Eugène Diomi Ndongala  annulling his unjust conviction of 2013.

On August 12, 2022, the Court of Cassation of the Democratic Republic of Congo acquitted
the National President of the Christian Democracy, DC, the Hon. Eugène Diomi Ndongala, in
the case of the fictitious rape of two false sisters, who had fabricated their identities with the
complicity of an individual pretending to be their father.

The revised judgment of the Court of Cassation follows that of the United Nations Human
Rights Committee which condemned the Congolese State in this case.The Hon. Eugène
Diomi Ndongala was the only Congolese in the history of the DRC to obtain, in 2016, a
judgment in his favor from the United Nations Human Rights Tribunal sitting in Geneva.

It is unquestionable that the true purpose of this judicial harassment against this great figure
of the opposition was to punish him for defending the election of Etienne Tshisekedi wa
Mulumba after the electoral hold-up of 2011.

Following a procedure that lasted more than two years, the Court of Cassation of the
Democratic Republic of Congo recognized the innocence of Eugène Diomi Ndongala,
previously tried in 2013. Evidences indicated that the court of cassation internal process was
not respected. In fact, the composition of the chamber was irregular and did not consider the
rights of the defense. The defense lawyers had, in his time, brandished the elements of the
conspiracy against the President of the Christian Democracy, such as the false identities of
the individuals conspiring against him as well as the fabrication of the accusations; but his
rights to defense and to his natural judge were denied.

For Eugène Diomi Ndongala's lawyers, he "was arrested, held incommunicado, tried and
sentenced unfairly, without the right to appeal, by the Supreme Court of Justice sitting
as the Court of Cassation, which was not put in place at the time”.

Following review request, the judges of the Court of Cassation recognized that the Supreme
Court had committed serious miscarriages of justice in convicting an innocent person. Today,
President Eugène Diomi Ndongala is totally acquitted and his conviction quashed, as
demanded by the United Nations Human Rights Committee in its decision No. 2465/2014.

"It must be recognized that he had been unjustly deprived of his civil and political rights, which
he fully recovers today," said Me Benjamin Massamba, one of the defense lawyers who
deplored the attempted killing of the  civil and political life of an opposition leader.

The great family of Christian Democracy would like to express its gratitude to the judges of
the Court of Cassation, having said the truth and  restored the honor of an innocent person.

Also, our gratitude goes to the President of the Republic, Félix Antoine Tshisekedi Tshilombo,
for having centered his political vision on the restoration of the rule of law in the Democratic
Republic of Congo and for having demanded at the beginning of his mandate, the release of
the 'Hon. Eugène Diomi Ndongala, in the context of the release of emblematic political
prisoners.
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Our thanks also go to the Interparliamentary Union (UIP), for supporting the innocence of the
President of the Christian Democracy, deputy of the opposition at the time, victim, according
to it, "of violent political and judicial harassment and for a long time".

We cannot forget all the Congolese men and women who have always defended the
innocence of the President of the Christian Democracy, through marches, demonstrations of
support as well as the constant demand for his release and rehabilitation.

Our thanks, for their constancy in the fight for the recognition of the innocence of President
Eugène Diomi Ndongala, also go to human rights NGOs, both Congolese:

such as

-ACAJ;

-the Voice of the Voiceless, VSV by the late Floribert Chebeya;

-the Committee for the Families of Political Prisoners, CFPP;

that international:

- like Amnesty International;

Human Rights Watch;

- the World Organization against Torture, OMCT;

- the United Nations system and particularly the United Nations Human Rights Committee,

for having all accompanied this process of restoring the Truth which culminated, on July 25,
2022, in this historic verdict of the Court of Cassation of the DRC, which rendered his letters of
nobility to the Congolese Justice.

Truth and Justice for the Democratic Congo!

Kinshasa, august 12, 2022,

The Spokesperson for Christian Democracy, DC
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